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SPOTLIGHT: Bradford Elementary and 
High School Office Queens, Rita and Amy 
By: Karmen Knepp 

 
Bradford High School is many things. It 

is fun, welcoming of anyone, close-knit, and 
enjoyable, but most of those things wouldn’t be 
as true without two very important people. Amy 
Gade and Rita Leis are some of Bradford’s most 
bright and cheery souls and make an impact on 
every person that walks through their doors. 
After visiting the office, I think everyone can 
say their days almost always get a little bit better 
at the glance of the two most inviting smiles 
you’ve ever seen.  

Their familiar smiles have been around 
longer than most of our current staff, and both 
have actually been around for almost the whole 
entire time that the seniors have been at 
Bradford high school. Amy started at our school 
in 2007, only a year after the seniors started 
school, just for reference. Rita has been at 
Bradford since 1986. To put that into 
perspective, one has been here 11 years and the 
other 32 years! Both have seen just about every 
single one of our students from the absolute 
beginning of our learning careers.  

 
 

Rita and Amy say that this is absolutely their 
dream job, from the funny things the  elementary 
kids do while walking in the hallway, to hearing 
the most unusual things, to simply just being 
able to work with the staff and the students. 
When asked what the most special thing about 
Bradford is, Rita answered, ”Just because it’s 
Bradford...they are like family and everyone is 
willing to help anyone who needs it.” However, 
for Amy, she says the thing that’s particularly 
most special for her… ”The fact that while I 
have worked here my two older children went 
here and my youngest is still here.”  

Putting on a smile every day as a job 
seems exhausting, but of course neither of them 
have a problem with it when there’s all this and 
more to be happy about at our school! They both 
find it easy to smile here. ”Even if you are 
having a bad day, there’s always something to 
smile about,” says Rita. One thing that might be 
a big reason for their happiness could be the fact 
that Amy and Rita both believe that they belong 
here because of the feel of the community and 
being one big family. 

Our secretaries are known for letting 
people in the building, welcome those people, 
and making sure they know where each and 
every student is. They protect our students and 
staff from dangerous people entering our school, 
they leave people with a touch of happiness in 
their day, even when it could be going so bad, 
and care for each and every student and staff 
member in the building. Like Queens do unto 
their people in their countries, our secretaries 
protect, and care for every single person in our 
school. Thankfully our Queens don’t plan on 
retiring anytime soon!  
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Girls Varsity Basketball  
By: Kendall Hill  
 

Bradford introduced a new Varsity 
Basketball coach this year, Chris Besecker. He 
has twenty-seven years of coaching at 
Covington, twenty-three of those years were as a 
varsity coach. When asked how the season will 
go he replied, “ I do not have a crystal ball, but I 
feel confident we will be highly successful.” 
Besecker has very high expectations and wants 
the team to succeed and fulfill them this year. 
Returning back to the Bradford Varsity 
basketball team are Bianca Keener, Skipp Miller, 
Cassi Mead and Emma Canan are returning 
letter winners. Kendall Hill, Abby Gade, Austy 
Miller, Alexis Barhorst, Abby Fike, Karissa 
Weldy, and Rylee Canan round out the Varsity 
roster. Chris says he is enjoying this season 
tremendously and that the girls have a great 
work ethic and play the game with a high level 
of energy. He hopes to end the season “with a 
win of course, that means we are state 
champions.  Realistically,  it would be great to 
get a section title and play for a district 
championship.”  

The Lady Railroaders started out their 
season with two wins against Greenville and 
Eaton at The Annie Oakley shootout. Go 
Railroaders! 
 
High School Boys’ Basketball 
By: Joe Roth 

 
Coach Wills is the new head coach for 

the Bradford High School basketball team. 
Coach Wills is the head coach for both Varsity 
and Junior Varsity. Wills may be the new head 
coach, but he is no stranger to Bradford 
basketball. He was a Junior Varsity head coach 
and an assistant coach. Both of those 
experiences and the help of the other coaches 
have all helped prepare Coach Wills for this 
opportunity. 

Coach Wills has many goals for this 
upcoming year as well, when asked he said, “I 
want to make every kid on the team a better 

person and player, be competitive, gel as a team, 
and of course win games.”  

“We have no returning lettermen, but we 
have a good group of kids that are working hard 
everyday in practice,” said Coach Wills. Having 
no lettermen will definitely make things more 
challenging, but Coach Wills is still very excited 
for this upcoming year! 

 
 

Staff’s Christmas Lists 
 
Mr. Hurst:    Health and Happiness for all of 
our students, staff and community 
members! 
Mr. Triplett:    I'd ask that he gift each 
student with the passion and purpose to be 
successful in whatever they choose to do in 
life. 
Mrs.   Lavey:   I would ask for everyone work 
together for the common good of humanity 
and… a motorhome to travel the United 
States.  
Mrs. Leis:   A brand new, beautiful 
all-weather track! 
Mrs. Gade:   McDonald's or Taco Bell a la 
carte for lunch every day! 
Mr. Snyder:   The ability to go a day without 
their cell phones 
Mr. Schulze:   A never ending supply of 
pencils. 
Mr. Latino:   I want all my students to have a 
supportive, encouraging, and loving home 
environment. 
Mrs. Angle:  Two Things:  
A tangible gift would be access to 
wifi/chromebooks at every home. 
My dream for them is to understand all that 
is available to them with hard work and 
great compassionate attitudes. 
Mrs. Ridout:   Unlimited field trips! 
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SPOTLIGHT!!! 

Macie Reck and Bianca Keener both broke 
school records in volleyball this year. 

The Girls Cross Country team placed 11th at 
state. 

Larkin Painter won the Miami County Safe 
Coalition Billboard Contest. 

 
 

Emma Canan and Maggie Manuel won the 
“Families Matter Essay & Poster Contest” 

The Boys Golf team broke the school record 
for lowest score for 18 holes. 

 
 

Congratulations to Everyone!!Congratulations to Everyone!!  

  




